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-trospec tiTre report for tie food 

1 The following were the estimated deliveries for 1946/47; 

Grain 2,650*000 tons (of which 20% were oats and barley) 

Potatoes 5,600,000 w 

Sugar 450,000 n 

Meat 110,000 11 

Vegetable oil 12,000 w 

Animal fats 9,000 n 

Iftlk 1,300,000,000 liters, incl* milk for butter production* 

Butter 10,000 tonau 

2* Although the 1946 harvest attained only about 6556 of the average pre-war level, 
*he quotas far the above deliveries were so strictly enforced that they were 
<ast to the following events 

Grain 95?, potatoes 96?, sugar beets 90?, milk 98?, meat 100?* 

The result, however, of the rigorous collections was that there ms a shortage of 
cattle fodder and seeds and insufficient bread grain for the farmers thease :>es* 
It should be noted that all families engaged in agriculture in the Russian * une 
go without food cards and most subsist on the free margins; i.e* what is le 't 
i ter the obligatory deliveries* This has led to the touching of food rese^res 
4 d the necessity of issuing food cards to scaaa peasants* Seed reserves an 
3 dder reserves have also been drawn upon* 

3* The allocation of seed for grain and potatoes was inadequate In the spring 
Altogether, about 50,000 tons of grain and 300,000 tons of potatoes had to be 
loaned against undertakings to return these to the seed stocks obtained for the 
1947 crops* Nevertheless, allocations were frequently belated, especially in 
the cat© of potatoes, so that a normal yield cannot be expected - -the more m 
since no attention ms paid to sorting* If these disadvantageous consequents 
are for the moment disregarded, it will be seen that the forecasts made one year 
ago were on the whole correct; i«e 0; with a net yield of about 2,400,000 tons of 
>read grain, and requirements of the population being from 1,600,000 to 1,700,000 
tons on the basis of current ration allowances, there remained 700,0 00 - 8 00,00 0 
tons for Russian use* 
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10. The supply of chemical fertilizers is letter than it was last year. Potash 
fertilizers are plentiful and nitrogen fertilisers have icon duly allocated 
and delivered. As foreseen, a total of 60,000 tons of pure nitrogen were 
available. A doubling of the production of nitrogen fertilizers is 
contemplated for 1947*1948, which amounts to tv/o-thirds of pre-war production. 

Animal Industries 

Lx* VJhile the system of quotas for agricultural products, especially grain and 
potatoes, has led to hardships and a reduction of future capacity, it has 
been successful in regard to animal produce. The quota is sufficiently 
elastic to be adaptable to changing circumstances and in nractice demands 
no more than the natural increase, provided, of course, that the 'fodder 
situation is satisfactory. The cattle population has, therefore, not 
shrunk in relation to that of 1946 0 In the case of horned cattle and pigs 
there lias even been a slight increase. The following table 'ives comparative 
figures in the Russian "Zone for 1943 and 1947; 


"able . 



1943. 

mu 

Percentage oi 1943. 

Horses 

721; 621 

646,576 


Homed cattle 

3»569;225 

2;763,478 

77:' 

(of v/hich cows total 

1;940;904 

1,365;538 

70?) 

Pigs 

4;035;372 

1,966;7S7 

48 % 

Sheep 

1*319,309 

747,560 

41? 


12. It must be borne in mind, however, that the age of the horses is higher an i 
their weight lower 0 The number of sheep is on the decrease, since the 
,r Neubauem ,r estates are not suited for rearing them. In order to provide the 
"Neubauern" with the necessary animals, a 60$ increase of cattle is required, and 
this cannot possibly be achieved under present conditions 0 The dropping yields 
of agriculture ore caused not only by lack of seeds, draught, and the un- 
suitability of the estates of some 30$ of the "Neuhauem* but also by the lack of 
manure, which again is the result of the decrease in animals* 

System of deliveries and e stimated yields 

13* The system for the collection of agricultural products for the food year 
commencing 1 July 1947 is again based on definite quotas. As before, the 
quotas are in proportion to the size of the estates . The main fault is that the 
quotas were fixed before the crop prospects could be judged. It was also im- 
possible to obtain permission for the establishment of a scale according to 
v/hich one product could be delivered instead of another one© Vithout suen a 
scale, the system lacks elasticity. The quotas for 1947 are calculated so that 
if they are fulfilled 100$, the yield will equal that of last year* 

14* If the quotas are strictly adhered to, the productive capacity for next year 
till be impaired. Preliminary crop estimates and t hreshing yields already shovr 
that in many districts the delivery quotas will not be fulfilled, so that 
the question of hov; the peasants and the cattle rill be adequately fed has 
not been solved. 
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